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AP Language and Composition

Mrs. Light


Supplement: Annotation Acronyms

D.I.T.S. - The elements of tone

Diction refers to a writer’s word choice; besides the dictionary definition of a word (denotation) a word can have an emotional charge or association that creates a secondary meaning (connotation).

Imagery refers to mental pictures or sensations that a writer evokes in a reader.  Look carefully at the pictures that a writer creates; note his/her descriptive details in the piece—colors, objects, weather, seasons, use of opposites, symbols—and what feelings they may suggest.

Theme refers to the author’s message or the overarching idea that the text leads the reader to consider.  Think about the author’s message and the attitude that comes through concerning that author’s main point (tone).

Style refers to the writer’s use of language.  Is it formal, informal or technical? What details did the writer choose to include or omit? 

Is the diction cacophonous or euphonious?  What rhetorical devices are being employed?
S.M.E.L.L. - Evaluating argumentation and persuasion
Sender/receiver relationship:  Who is the speaker?  Who is the audience? What is the tone directed from one to the other?

Message:  What is the content and/or claim?

Evidence:  What kind of evidence is given and to what extent?

Logic:  What is quality of the reasoning?  What types of appeals are being used?

Language:  What stylistic and rhetorical devices are being employed?

S.O.A.P.S.Tone - Analyzing point of view

Speaker:  Is there someone identified as the speaker?  Can you make some assumptions about this person?  Is the speaker different from the author?

Occasion:  What may have prompted the author to write this piece? 

Audience:  Does the speaker identify an audience?  What assumptions can you make about the audience? What is the relationship of the speaker to the audience?

Purpose: What is the speaker’s purpose?  

Subject: What is the subject of the piece?

Tone:  What is the author’s attitude towards the subject?  How is that attitude revealed?

D.I.D.L.S. - A mnemonic for literary analysis

Diction: Consider the denotative and connotative meanings of words. Consider concrete vs. abstract. Consider the sounds the words create such as cacophonous versus euphonious.  

Images:  Identify imagery and look for patterns of imagery.

Details:  Look for both those that are included and those that are omitted.

Language:  Is it formal, technical, clinical, informal, poetic, slang, jargon?

Sentence Structure:  Look for types of sentences, syntactical structure, rhythmic patterns, position of sentences, punctuation, repetition, narrative pace, the use of active or passive voice.
************
Remember that identifying these language features is one half of the equation; you must always analyze by articulating the effect achieved by using these rhetorical strategies and how that effect serves to realize the author’s purpose. 

