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AP Language and Composition

Mrs. Light


Supplement: Writing Guidelines
AP writing rules—yes, of course we know that it does, but to aid its effective governance, here are a few suggestions and reminders, especially for timed responses.

( Do not begin by restating the question
( Be specific right away
( Write a clear thesis that addresses the prompt (Your thesis may be implicit, of course, if effectively supported and developed)
( Stick to the demands of the prompt; make sure that you do what it directs you to do.
( Return periodically to your thesis (every other paragraph)
( Attach quotations; i.e., blend them—incorporate them—into the syntax of your prose.  Use “tags” such as ‘Dillard reflects,” or “writes Orwell,” or “the speaker observes.” (You get the idea)
( Be authoritative; i.e., write with a confident voice.  Mean what you say.  Use action verbs 
( Avoid the passive voice and the dreaded SOB (state of being verb, of course); especially avoid beginning a sentence with the weak phrase ‘This is” or “There is.”
( Include specificity in your conclusion for a fine finish
( Vary your sentence structure
( Think of your reader
( Do not write, “In ___________ by so and so, there is,,,” Rather, begin by addressing the prompt, working to achieve a nice balance right away between the general and the specific.  Somewhere in your response, refer to the author or speaker: e.g. “_____ writes” Or say, “Kafka presents Gregor…” or Hurston’s characterization of Janie reveals…” or “the speaker’s diction 

reflects ..."  again, you get the idea. (Use verbs such as reflects, observes, presents, reveals)
( Employ an effective and smoothly blended reference to appropriate literature. For example,

“At the point of decision like Orwell’s narrator, elephant gun in hand …” or “on the brink of epiphany, like Eisely on the destined shore of Costabel…” or “astounded by the familiar as Annie Dillard upon encountering a fallen tree…” or say, “blind as Oedipus…” or “prescient as Tiresius…” or satire not quite Swiftian, but effective nonetheless…” or “nearly as startling in imagery as Wallace Stevens…” or “diction as deftly economical as that of Emily Dickinson…” or 
“as profound as James Joyce…”---- you get the idea, I know.  Such references prove especially effective in an argument, which may or may not directly address a specific text.
( Think of the TEXT in terms of the PROMPT
( Spend 5 – 10 minutes reading, thinking, reflecting, interpreting, jotting notes, and planning.  Think of your thesis first.  In a timed, 40 minute essay, it’s best to state it by the end of your first paragraph, unless you feel confident enough to deliver a stylishly implicit response.  Spend 25 minutes writing the response and 5 minutes editing.
( Remember that it is necessary to explain how—and I cannot overemphasize the importance of the how—rather than merely state that….
( Read carefully to recognize tone.  Look for irony, remembering that it can be quite subtle.
( What Counts Most:

1. CLARITY

2. COGENCE

3. SPECIFICITY

4. STYLE

( Or, to put it simply, write sterling responses in clear, cogent, and eloquent prose of exquisite style and surpassing grace, as usual.  Write with confidence; we will do splendidly.

