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AP Language and Composition

Mrs. Light


Supplement: Eliminating “To Be” Verbs
1.  Use an appositive and combine sentences

Problem:  Kurt Vonnegut is a noted science fiction writer.  His novels are about the effects of technology on the human race.

Solution:  Kurt Vonnegut, a noted science fiction writer, produces novels that examine the effects of technology on the human race.

2.  Find the “lurking” verb

Problem:  The Watergate scandal was an event whose effects were felt across the nation.

Solution:  Watergate scandalized the nation.

Problem:  J.F.K. was effective at the manipulation of his image in the media.

Solution:  J.F.K. manipulated his image in the media.

3.  Eliminate expletive constructions


“Expletive” comes from a Latin word that means “serving to fill out.”


The most common expletives are “it” and “there.”

Problem:  It is obvious that Hawthorne’s works deal harshly with hypocrites.

Solution:  Hawthorne’s works deal harshly with hypocrites.

4.  Change to active voice

Problem:  The Great Gatsby was written by F. Scott Fitzgerald.

Solution:  F.Scott Fitzgerald wrote The Great Gatsby.

Problem:  The idea that Chinese mothers must tell their life stories to their Chinese-American daughters is explored by Amy Tan in her book The Bonesetter’s Daughter.

Solution:  In The Bonesetter’s Daughter Amy Tan explores the idea that Chinese mothers must tell their life stories to their Chinese-American daughters.

When considering whether to use active or passive voice constructions in the syntax of your sentences, recognize that you do have choices--in emphasis, in relative directness, and in economy.

5.  Combine sentences using subordination.

Problem:  James Joyce is primarily known as a gifted novelist. Joyce was also a gifted and prizewinning singer. He was the son of a local political functionary who loved to tip a few too many at the pub. 

Solution:  Although known primarily as a gifted novelist, James Joyce, the son of a local political functionary who loved to tip a few too many at the pub, was also a gifted--and prizewinning--singer.  

Use subordination to create emphasis.  In this case, subordination transforms a “ho-hum” list of facts into a sophisticated single sentence that emphasizes some important information--that Joyce was a gifted singer in addition to being a gifted writer. Remember: the position of emphasis in a sentence lies at the end.
