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The Crucible:  THE Salem Witch Trials 

Read the introduction, and then click on “Life in 1692 Salem.”  For each of the subsequent sections, click on the link that corresponds to the section title.
Life in 1692 Salem
1. How was Salem village vulnerable to the hysteria that emerged in 1692 (hint: government)?
2. Describe the living conditions in Salem that may have led people to believe the evil could be lurking around every corner.
Religion and Witchcraft
3. Who were the Puritans and why did they come to America? 

4. Describe the Puritan’s beliefs about the following:

· Work v. Pleasure

· Differences among people

· God

· The Devil

· Witchcraft

5. What did the first people to be accused of witchcraft all have in common?

Economic and Social Divisions
6. What were the major differences between Salem town and Salem village?

7. What kind of power did the merchants in Salem town have over the farmers in Salem Village?
8. Why did some farmers—like the Putnam family—feel threatened by the merchants?

9. Who was Reverend Parris?  What was he like?

Puritan Children

10. What were the Puritans’ expectations of children?  What do you think of this?

11. How were boys and girls treated differently?

12. Why were Abigail Williams and Betty Parris attracted to Tituba’s stories?

THE STORY

13. Plug your headphones into your computer.  Then click on “Start Movie Now.”  Press the “Pause” button whenever you need to stop the video.
14. After watching and listening to the entire video, write down any thoughts you have about the Salem Witch Trials.  Also, write down at least one question you have after watching this video.

THE PEOPLE

15. Who were some of the people involved in the Salem Witch hunts?

Cotton Mather

16. What was Cotton Mather’s occupation?
17. Describe the contents of Mather’s book, Memorable Provinces.  How did this book affect what happened in Salem?

18. What was the subject of Mather’s sermons?  What effect did his sermons have on the people of Salem?

19. How did Mather respond when a pastor accused of witchcraft, George Burroughs, was able to recite the Lord’s Prayer perfectly?  What does his response tell you about Mather?


20. Click on “Memorable Provinces” and read the excerpt.  According to Mather, how did the children’s behavior mimic those of animals?  Click Close this window when you are finished, then click Next.

Ann Putnam Jr.
21. What was Ann Putnam’s role among the girls?
22. Who did Ann first accuse of witchcraft?  

23. Why was Ann’s accusation of Martha Corey surprising?  What effect did this accusation have on the village?

24. Who did Ann and her family tend to accuse of witchcraft?  How many people total did Ann eventually accuse?

25. Click on “Ann Putnam’s apology.”  What reasons does she give for her actions?  When you are finished, click Close this window, then click Next.
Tituba
26. How was Tituba different from other Salem villagers?
27. Explain Tituba’s relationship with some of the village girls.
28. How did Tituba react to the accusations that she practiced witchcraft?  Why do you think she reacted this way?

29. Click on the excerpt from “Tituba’s examination.”  In what forms did Tituba claim to the devil?  When you are finished, click Close window, then click Next.

Sarah Good

30. How was Sarah Good an outsider in Salem village?
31. How did the villagers interpret Sarah’s “mumblings” after they refused to give her any food or money?
32. Who accused Sarah Good of being a witch?  Did any of these people surprise you?  Why might these people have accused Sarah?

33. Sarah Good was one of five hanged on July 19, 1692.  What did Sarah Good refuse to do before she was hanged?  Then click Next.

John Proctor

34. How did Proctor feel about the witchcraft hysteria?
35. What “evidence” did the girls use against Proctor and his wife, Elizabeth?

36. In his letter to the Boston clergy, what accusations did Proctor make against the trials?

37. Why was Elizabeth ultimately spared?  Then click Next.

Mary Easty
38. Why was it so shocking that Mary Easty was accused of witchcraft?
39. Why was Mary Easty released and then re-arrested?
When you are finished… complete the following tasks:

· Of all the people discussed above, which do you find most interesting?  In other words, if you had to pick one, which person would you like to know more about?  Why?

· Visit the Salem Witch Trials Memorial:  http://www.salemweb.com/memorial/stonesintro.shtml.  View the tombstones of those people who were sentenced to death.  What do you notice about them?

· Search the internet for a definition of the word crucible.  What is a crucible?  How might the definition relate to the Salem Witch Trials?  
· Search the internet for a definition of the word hysteria.  What does it mean to be in a state of hysteria?  How does this relate to the Salem Witch Trials?

To begin, go to: � HYPERLINK "http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/salemwitchtrials/" ��http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/salemwitchtrials/�














