Course Expectations for Accelerated American Literature

Mrs. Laurel Light
Room 272

Contact:  lightl@tesd.net
Web site:  www.laurel-light.com
Class Attendance:

Students are expected to arrive in class on time, prepared and ready to contribute.

Preparation:

Students must bring the following items each day or risk grade reduction:

· English notebook (loose leaf binder, lined paper, and a folder with pockets)

· Text to be used during class

· Completed assignment due at the beginning of class that day

· A pen or pencil

Participation:

Daily work should serve both to advance the level and range of knowledge about language and literature and to further the knowledge of the group as a whole.  Much of our work hinges on discussion of readings, and student participation as well as attention to and respect for classmates’ comments are of the utmost importance.

Assessment:

Quarterly grades are determined from participation, writing, and performance on tests, quizzes and projects.

Grading Breakdown:

Preparation and Class Participation


34%

Tests and Quizzes




33%

Writing Assignments




33%

Absences & Missed Work:
According to school policy, a student has two days to make up any material which was assigned on the day of an excused absence.  If a student intentionally cuts a class period, his or her marking period grade will be reduced as much as 10%.  A second cut may result in a marking period grade reduction of up to 50%.  If a student is absent on a day that a project is due or a test is given, he or she should be ready to hand in work or take the test upon his or her return.  It is the responsibility of a student to see the teacher when work is missed due to absences.  Make-up tests will be sent to the testing room to eliminate the need for another class absence. 

Late Work:
All written work must be turned in at the start of class on the due date.  Late homework assignments are not accepted.  Long-term assignments (not homework) may be submitted with a 10% grade reduction per day that the assignment is late.

Turnitin.com

You will be required to submit most writing assignments via www.turnitin.com.  We will set up your account in the near future.  You must electronically submit before coming to class, and you are responsible for obtaining a receipt of submission.  In other words, "I thought I sent it" is not a valid excuse.  You must also pass in a printed copy to me in class.
Academic Integrity:
Plagiarism is a serious academic concern.  Plagiarized assignments (intentionally or otherwise) will result in a grade of zero for the assignment.  Since students have already learned how to document researched material, there is no excuse for plagiarism.  If students do not remember how to document according to MLA style, they may see a Hacker Style Guide in the library or consult various professionals in the building.  Students will be required to electronically submit all formal written assignments to Turnitin.com.  It is the student’s responsibility to confirm receipt.
Texts:
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time
Mark Haddon
The Crucible       




Arthur Miller

Kindred





Octavia E. Butler
Maggie: A Girl of the Streets



Stephen Crane
The Great Gatsby




F. Scott Fitzgerald

In Our Time





Ernest Hemmingway
Catcher in the Rye  




J.D. Salinger

A Raisin in the Sun




Lorraine Hansberry

Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience
Dear Parents/Guardians,

Should there be any questions concerning this list of expectations, please contact me via email or voice mail.  (Email is preferable)  I look forward to working together with you and your son or daughter to make this a successful year.  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Laurel Light
I have read, understood, and will adhere to the course expectations for Mrs. Light’s Accelerated American Literature course.  

Student’s Name_________________________________________________________________
Student’s Signature______________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Name__________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s Signature_______________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s home phone number______________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s work phone number 

(if acceptable for teacher to call) ___________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian’s email address (if available)_________________________________________
This signature page should be completed and returned for homework points.
